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Coastal Management Strategy



Council coastline
Yorke Peninsula Council (Council) Strategic Plan

Goal 3 – Valued and Restored Environment:

Council will be an investor, activator and custodian of our spectacular 
coastline and pristine environment.

• Council area – 5,899 square km

• Distance north to south – 175 km

• Bordered by sea on three sides

• 485 km of coastline (3rd largest behind Lower Eyre Peninsula & KI)



Who is responsible for the coast?
Various land tenures for beaches/coast within 100m of high tide mark:

• Council owned land

• Harbors and Navigation Act: land (Council land) extending from the low 
water mark on the seashore to the nearest road or section boundary, 
or to a distance of 50m from the high water mark (whichever is the 
lesser distance)

• Leased, licensed or dedicated to Council (Crown land under Council’s 
care, control and management)

• Crown Land – unalienated

• Crown Land - leased/licence to private landholders

• Aboriginal Lands Trust – Point Pearce

• Narungga Nations Aboriginal Corporation

• Private landholders



Threats and impacts

Cliff 
instability

Vehicle use

Impacts to 
threatened 

species

Camping
Loss of Narungga cultural 

heritage



Threats and impacts
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Mission Statement

The Coastal Management Strategy provides community-supported 
directions and actions for coastal open space (either owned by or 
under the care, control and management of Council), providing 
guidance on the most appropriate ways to enhance opportunities for 
coastal access and recreation in balance with landscape, heritage and 
biodiversity protection.

• Council open space =

• 238 parcels/land total

• 61 Council

• 177 Crown land under Council’s care







• Speed, unregistered vehicles, driving 
without proper control

• Camping:
• If beach is under Council ‘Care 

and Control’ is regulated by 
Council By Laws e.g Flaherty’s 
Beach

• If unalienated Crown Land can 
legally camp (occupy land)

• Complaints received in relation 
to waste, sand drift and damage 
to dunes

• Council only has authority in relation 
to Council land – pressure to 
“increase” land Council is responsible 
for, due to inadequacies of Crown 
Land Act

• Vehicles on Beaches Forum - State

Vehicles on 
Beaches



• 19 bush camps

• KI – 7

• LEC – 8 

• Combination land tenure (CT, lease, 
licence)

• Bush camping has always run at a loss

• Recent permit increase = less reliance 
on ratepayer subsidy and more on 
‘user pays’

• Pressures to “increase” camps Council 
is responsible for

• Narungga (traditionally spelled 
Nharangga) cultural and environmental 
impacts of increased camping

Bush Camping



Grant Funding



• Specifically fund coastal management

• Indigenous Ranger program

• Increase resourcing to Police

• Provide an allocation for dune rehabilitation / revegetation / 
conservation

• Communication and education program

• Implement speed limits on beaches

• Prevent vehicle access to Crown Land sand dunes

• Define established tracks and close unnecessary tracks – “authorised
tracks”

• Manage camping on Crown Land

• Permit system for vehicles on beaches

Suggestions for Management



Ngayi
yunggu
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you
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